Measurement of free thyroxine and free triiodothyronine in asymptomatic subjects with high concentrations of serum TSH and a history of radioiodine therapy.
Total and free thyroid hormones were measured in a group of asymptomatic subjects with high circulating TSH concentrations and a previous history of radioiodine therapy. Subjects in the high TSH group all fell within the normal range for measurements of total T4, total T3 and T4/TBG ratio. Concentrations of free T4 or free T3 were below the normal range in more than half (9 out of 17) of the high TSH group suggesting that these measurements are more sensitive indices of thyroid failure than measurement of total hormones or T4/TBG ratio.